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REPORT OF

The Strategic Director for Place

TO

Procurement Board

ON

29th May 2019

___________________________________________________________________

TITLE:   Retendering of the contract for Archaeological Planning Services
___________________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Procurement Board note the process outlined in this report for the retendering 
of the GM Archaeological Planning Service
___________________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

The GM Archaeological Service is provided by Salford University through a contract 
which extends to the end of March 2020. We will be testing the market and re-
tendering the service, with a report for decision coming back to Procurement Board 
in October 2019.
___________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Report of Strategic Director of Place to Procurement Board 9th January 2019.

___________________________________________________________________

KEY DECISION:  

Yes at the decision making stage – the current value of the contract is 
£105,000/annum, although this is not sufficient to cover the cost of the service in 
2018/19. It is suggested that the service should be contacted for a 5 year period, 
with potential for a contract extension of 5 years, to provide certainty.  



___________________________________________________________________

DETAILS: 

The GM Archaeological Planning Service is currently provided by Salford University. 
The service was commissioned in 2012, having previously been provided on behalf 
of AGMA through Manchester University (where it had sat since its inception in 
1980). Salford City Council is acting on behalf of the 10 GM districts as lead 
authority, so procurement processes are for Salford to resolve in discussion with the 
Combined Authority and the other districts.

Since 2012 the service has been subject to a series of contract extensions, the last 
of these being approved by Procurement Board at its meeting on 6th January 2019. 
The current extension period terminates at the end of March 2020. 

After a series of contract extensions it is now necessary to test the market and re-
tender for the service. Salford University has provided an excellent service over the 
last 7 years, and it is anticipated that the University will tender for the service going 
forward. Following the last extension agreed in January of this year the University 
indicated that it would only be able to provide the service to the end of December 
2019, as the funding provided through the CA and the districts would not be 
sufficient to the end of March 2020 (this is due to increased development activity 
across Greater Manchester, and thus a level of work which far exceeds what was 
anticipated in 2012 when the service was commissioned). The shortfall is being 
resolved in 2019/20 through CA funding “top-up”, but (depending on tender returns) 
the long term funding of the service will need reviewing as we move forward beyond 
2020. The mechanism for doing this is under discussion, but is likely to relate to 
changing volumes of work (up and down). 

The service is essential to the delivery of development management services 
(determination of planning applications) by the ten GN local planning authorities. A 
lesson learnt since the commission of the service in 2012 is that a five year contract 
period is too short, and so it will be suggested that the next period should be for ten 
years, but with a mid-term review of the cost of providing the service and of service 
performance. This would provide longer term stability for the service, and  assist the 
service in securing grant aid towards the enhancement of the GM Historic 
Environment Record (which the GMAS holds for GM), making it accessible online.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: The service supports the development management 
function of the ten GM local planning authorities 
___________________________________________________________________

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: N/A

___________________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  The ten local planning authorities rely on the service for 
expertise in supporting statutory planning functions. Without that support the LPA’s 



would be at risk of not meeting statutory obligations, and potentially of judicial 
challenge on planning decisions
___________________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:   The service is funded through the GM budget. We will 
need to review that budget provision in the light of recent experience of service 
delivery
___________________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The legal service will be engaged through the procurement 
process 
___________________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: The finance team will be engaged through the 
procurement process 

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS: The procurement team will be involved in the 
procurement process
___________________________________________________________________

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: N/A
___________________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER: Chris Findley               TEL. NO. X3654
___________________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  All (across Greater Manchester)
___________________________________________________________________


